8                      THE LIFE AND GROWTH OF
greatest blot upon European empire-building had
been slavery and the slave-trade. In the last quarter
of the eighteenth century a few Englishmen began
to attack die trade, and William Wilberforce became
their leader. The fight against greed and ignorance
was slow, and was destined to endure for his life.
In 1807, while the war with Napoleon wras at its
height, Parliament passed the Act abolishing the
slave trade. To sacrifice a profitable trade in the
midst of a great war was a bold step, but it fell short
of the reformers' desires. Not until 1833, when
Wilberforce lay on his death-bed, did the Act pass
which set free all slaves held under the British flag.
With one honourable exception, Great Britain was
the first country both to stop the trade and free the
slaves. The exception was Denmark.
Growing Population and Emigration
While industrialism was changing the interests
of England in the world, the population of the
British Isles began to increase very rapidly. In the
century from 1750 to 1850 it was much more than
doubled, and thereafter the growth continued at a
rate almost as remarkable. It affected town and
country alike. The townsmen could be absorbed
into expanding industry, but the land could employ
only a limited number of the countrymen, and the
others had to move. Some went to the factories, but
many emigrated, and this caused developments in
the colonial empire which statesmen neither ex-
pected nor desired.
From England, Scotland, and Ireland the emi-
grants went forth. They were not military con-